CROWDER CEMETERY
CLASSII NATURAL-SCIENTIFIC STATE NATURAL AREA

COUNTY: Roane County ACREAGE: 15
7.5 QUADRANGLE: Elverton OWNERSHIP: Private with the State holding

a conservation easement
PHYSIOGRAPHIC PROVINCE: Ridge and Valley YEAR DESIGNATED: 2006

DESCRIPTION: Crowder Cemetery Barrens is a 15-acre natural area in the Ridge and Valley
Physiographic Province of East Tennessee. Crowder Cemetery Barrens is approximately one
mile to the southwest of Campbell Bend Barrens. Both were once a part of a larger natural area
complex (1,200 acres) that was included in the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR), before ORR sold
the land to Boeing in the mid-1980’s. It had been one of seven ORR Registered State Natural
Areas and was recognized as the Campbell Bend/Crowder Cemetery Registered State Natural
Area. The registry agreement was continued with Boeing Corporation until they sold the 1,200
acres to Rarity Ridge Development in the 1990’s. Rarity Ridge donated conservation easements
to the State, which led to the designation of both natural areas.

The grassland occurs in a matrix of mixed oak-pine with eastern red cedar and other hardwoods
scattered throughout the barrens. Crowder Cemetery has a similar plant community as Campbell
Bend Barrens less than a mile to the northeast. Dominant grasses at both sites include little
bluestem and side-oats gramma. Crowder Cemetery is named for a nearby cemetery and is in the
immediate area of the Rarity Ridge Development that will eventually surround it.

The small barrens community is rare in the Ridge and Valley Physiographic Province. Crowder
Cemetery does share some similarities with the Silurian barrens of Decatur County in West
Tennessee. The rare plants such as slender blazing star (Liatris cylindracea) and prairie dock
(Silphium terebinthinaceum), which are often found in the Midwest prairies, are both found in
Decatur County barrens and at Crowder Cemetery. The dwarf chinquapin (Quercus prinoides),
which is uncommon in Tennessee, also occurs here.

SITE MANAGEMENT: Division of Natural Areas, 401 Church Street, 7th Floor L&C Annex,
Nashville, TN 37243, (615) 532-0431; Division of Natural Areas — East TN office, 3711 Middlebrook
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37921, (865) 594-5601.

PUBLIC ACCESS: Not provided at this time.

DIRECTIONS: Directions are not provided until public access is completed. Click on the map
link to view natural area’s location.




